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sympathy for she has been cruelly injured, and we should
tend her wounds as we would those of any injured person.
A woman is worthy of condemnation only when she
is a willing party to her dishonour. In no case are adultery
and criminal assault synonymous terms. If we were to view
the matter in this light, we would not hide such instances
as has thus far been our wont. Public opinion against such
conduct on the part of men towards women would then be
created and freely exercised.
If the press carried on a sustained agitation, soldiers,
white or brown, would probably cease to behave in this
manner. Their officers would be compelled to prevent such
misbehaviour.
My advice to women is that they should leave the
cities and migrate to the villages where a wide field of
service awaits them. There is comparatively little risk of
their being assaulted in the villages. They must, however,
live simple lives and make themselves one with the poor.
If they will display their wealth by dressing in silks and
satins and wearing jewellery, they will, in running away
from one danger, expose themselves to a double one. Natu-
rally the advice cannot refer to those whom duty compels
to live in cities.                                  >
The main thing, however, is for women to know how
to be fearless. It is my firm conviction that a, fearless
woman who knows that her purity is her best shield can
never be dishonoured. However beastly the man, he will.
bow in shame before the flame of her dazzling purity.j
There are examples even in modern times of women wKo
have thus defended themselves. I can, as I write, recall
two such instances. I, therefore, recommend women who
read this article to try to cultivate this courage. They will
become wholly fearless, if they can and cease to tremble
as they do today at the mere thought of assaults. It is not,
however, necessary for a woman to go through a bitter
experience for the sake of passing a test of courage. These
experiences mercifully do not come in the way of lakhs or